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HKAM Intercollegiate 
Basketball Tournament

This was the first Intercollegiate Bas-
ketball Tournament organised by the 

Hong Kong Academy of Medicine to cele-
brate its 25th anniversary. It was very ex-
citing to have so many different colleges/
specialties (a total of 10) come together 
for the game of basketball and it was an 
incredible honour to represent the first 
College of Surgeons basketball team. 

We were a very diverse group, com-
prising paediatric surgeons, neurosur-
geons, urologists, plastic surgeons, and 
general surgeons. We had trainees and 
specialists, as well as public and private 
doctors. While some of our teammates 
knew and played basketball with one an-
other before, most of them did not; so 
frankly, our initial goal was just to enjoy 
the game of basketball and have fun. Or 
at least mine was. 

Our first game was actually the first 
time we played together and wow, it was 
amazing. And this was not just because 
our jerseys were hot pink. Yes, it is true 
that having so many surgeons in hot pink 
jerseys and shorts is a rare sight, but what 
was amazing was that we had an incred-
ibly talented and balanced team. We had 
tall and lengthy centres who tortured oth-
er teams with their offensive rebounding, 
letting us shoot whenever we wanted. 
We had forwards who sliced into the op-
ponent’s defence while also anchoring 
our own. Our guards hounded the ball 
handlers and initiated many fast-break 
opportunities and scoring. Everybody 
played hard when they were on the court 
while passionately cheering on one an-
other when on the bench. This team was 
all about teamwork–resonating behaviour 
we routinely encounter as surgeons.
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However, it was not always smooth 
sailing for us. Our most difficult game 
came against the ENT team. They started 
the game on an 11-2 run, torching us with 
their 3-point shooting. This was the big-
gest deficit we have had and it put us in 
a position that we were not familiar with. 
We could have freaked out and put our-
selves in an ever-winding staircase of dis-
parity. But no. We are surgeons! Just like 
facing a crisis in the operating theatre, we 
got together, calmed down, clawed back 
into the game and won it. Of course, hav-
ing the tournament MVP (Most Valuable 
Player) on our team attacking and driving 
like a madman helped a bit too. 

The final championship game was 
against the Orthopaedic team. They were 
a fast, young and strong team but with 
pure effort, and utilising the teamwork we 
have established in the past games, we 
were able to win the first championship of 
the Intercollegiate Basketball Tournament. 

To end, we would like to thank the 
Hong Kong Academy of Medicine for such 
a well-organised basketball tournament. 
We also thank the Hong Kong Urological 
Association for helping to establish the 
College of Surgeons basketball team. Last 
but not least, we thank our College for 
their support and in particular, the Young-
er Fellows Chapter Chairlady, Prof. Char-
ing Chong and our College President, Prof. 
Paul lai.

a   One-Two-Three – Surgeons! 
b   The MVP of the tournament, Dr Timothy Ng, averaged 17 points 

per game
c   Champions of the 1st Intercollegiate Basketball Tournament
d   One of our first pictures as a team
e   Not in my house! Defence Defence Defence! - Dr Vincent PooN

f   Fastbreak!! – Dr Simon Chu

g   Height advantage – Dr Arthur Lo
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